
www.spanishstudies.org

We hope you are enjoying the anticipation of your upcoming program in Argentina. This newslet-
ter, which complements the Handbook and Cultural Guide you received in your online acceptance 
packet, contains important supplemental information. In addition, you will be provided with a sepa-
rate list of students who have confirmed their attendance to the program. If your name does not 
appear on this list, please contact the U.S. office immediately at (413) 256-0011. Be sure to review 
your Handbook and Cultural Guide and take them, along with this newsletter, with you. You will 
receive an orientation packet upon arrival in Córdoba. 

ARGENTINE STUDENT VISA AND PASSPORT

Make sure your passport is in order.  If your passport is not in order, the airline will not allow you to 
board the plane.  
 
REGISTER WITH THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

When you are abroad for an extended period of time, it is always a good idea to register with the 
nearest U.S. Consulate. You can now do so online with the government’s Smart Traveler Enrollment 
Program (STEP) at https://step.state.gov/step/. We recommend that you register as a long-term 
traveler so that your information will be sent to the U.S. Consulate in Buenos Aires.

FACEBOOK PAGES

By now you should have “liked” the Córdoba Spanish Studies Abroad Facebook page. You can use 
the page to get to know alumni of the program, ask for advice, and get excited for your upcoming 
adventure abroad! If you have not yet joined, please visit your Acceptance Packet and click on the 
corresponding link. You may also search for the group directly from Facebook: www.facebook.com/
spanishstudiescordoba 

You should also join the Córdoba Summer and Fall 2019 Facebook Group open to all accepted stu-
dents in your program. Get to know your soon-to-be classmates and exchange travel information! 
The link is https://www.facebook.com/groups/CORSummerFall2019/

TRAVEL TO CÓRDOBA

Please submit your arrival information to the U.S. office via your online account so that the staff in 
Córdoba will be advised as to when you will arrive. You may also email this information to the U.S. of-
fice at: info@spanishstudies.org. 

On your flight to Argentina, you will receive a customs document for entry into the country. Be sure to 
fill it out and keep it with your passport for presentation to Argentine officials. You will first go through 
Passport Control and get your passport stamped, and then collect your checked baggage before pro-
ceeding to Customs. If your port of entry is Córdoba, you will find the customs area is quite small and 
rather hectic when an international flight arrives. Don’t worry – the lines move quickly!
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If you have any delays or last-minute changes in your itinerary, please be sure to let Spanish Studies 
know, let your parents know, and also call the Spanish Studies Resident Director, Patricia Maqueda, in 
Córdoba:

-  from outside of Argentina, with international access code, in the U.S. it is, + 54 9 351 573 4744  and 
also works with WhatsApp. Her other phone number is  +54 9 351 594 6509. 
 
-  from within Argentina and the city of Córdoba:  351 573 4744

The U.S. office of Spanish Studies Abroad can be reached at (413) 256-0011 M-F. If this number is con-
tacted after hours, additional emergency contact information will be provided to you in the voice mes-
sage. You can also email your Resident Director – pat.maqueda@spanishstudies.org or p.maqueda@
yahoo.com.ar.

 
CHECKING YOUR LUGGAGE AND YOUR CARRY-ON BAG

Check your bags from your departure airport all the way through to Córdoba. Since there is always the 
possibility of one of your suitcases not arriving on time, we suggest that you include your medicines, a 
change of clothes for the following two days, and any important items you may need during your first 
days in Córdoba in your carry-on bag. Please contact your airline regarding up-to-date travel regulations 
and baggage weight information. Make sure to include your name and the name, address and telephone 
number of your homestay in Córdoba*:

           YOUR FIRST AND LAST NAME 
  Family Name 
  Address 
  Telephone 
  City – Country

*You will receive this information via email approximately one week prior to the start of the program.

If you lose your luggage, you must file a claim at the “lost luggage” desk in the airport before leaving 
customs. You should have them send your luggage to your host family’s home address. Program staff 
will assist you.

ARRIVAL AND ORIENTATION

If you arrive at the Córdoba airport between 8:00 am and 8:00 pm on the start dates of the program 
(Monday July 8th), you will be met at the airport by your host family. If you arrive at the airport earlier 
than 8:00 AM or later than 8:00 PM on July 8th, or on another day and have provided us with your com-
plete itinerary, please take a taxi directly to your homestay.

Out of respect for your host family, we suggest that you do not arrive at the airport in Córdoba 
between 10:00pm and 7:00am. If you arrive by bus, you will be taking a taxi from the bus terminal to 
your homestay to meet your family. A fee for early arrival will be charged for each extra night that you 
stay with the family prior to the start date of the program. This payment will be coordinated by the Resi-
dent Director in Córdoba.
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Note: When you first arrive in Córdoba, you will be very busy with orientation, adjusting to the new cul-
ture, and moving to your home. Please let your parents know that you will probably not be able to call 
immediately after you arrive due to important Orientation events. The U.S. office will have information 
on the safe arrival of students.

The next day, an orientation meeting will begin at UNC where the Resident Director and the staff of 
the Programa de Español y Cultura Latinoamericana (PECLA) will provide you with additional Orienta-
tion materials and will answer questions.  
 
Orientation activities will continue during the Intensive Language and Culture course period, and will 
include meetings with your UNC speaking partner, city tours, and a day trip to a cultural site outside 
of Córdoba. 

HEALTH INSURANCE

A couple of weeks before the start of the program, you will be enrolled in the CISI health insurance. 
Once enrolled, you will receive an email from CISI letting you know of your enrollment as well as provid-
ing you with log-in information to print your insurance card. It will be in your best interest to print out 
the card before your travels so that you will have this documentation in hand, if needed.

Once you receive this email, you can go to www.culturalinsurance.com to view/print/email your ID card, 
coverage brochure, or claim forms, and explore your online health insurance portal.

Some General Comments

• Keep your passport and money in a safe place at all times. Make two photocopies of your passport, 
keeping one with you, and leaving the other with your luggage.

• Use only taxis or “remises” that have been recommended by friends or family.

• Don’t carry more money than necessary for your purchases of the day. Carry only one credit card.

• Pay only with local currency.

• Change money in official “casas de cambio”.

• A bus ride will cost $12,55 AR ($0.78 US).

• A taxi ride from campus to the center of Córdoba will cost $55-60AR ($2.98-3.25 US).

• A breakfast of coffee, two pastries, butter, marmalade and orange juice will cost $80-100AR ($4.33-
5.42 US), while a full lunch or dinner will cost $100-120AR ($5.42-6.50 US).

 
¡BUEN VIAJE! ENJOY YOUR TERM WITH SPANISH STUDIES ABROAD!
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